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Admission of Children 
to Primary School

Children, who are four on or before 1 July 2026, are due to start school in September 2026.  

	Safety during Drop-Offs
We kindly ask for your continued support in ensuring the safety of all children during drop-off and pick-up times at both school sites.
Please take extra care when entering and exiting the car parks.  Reversing into parking spaces is strongly recommended to allow for safer departures and improved visibility.
On the Tirkeeran site in particular, we remind parents that children should always be walked to the bus or the school gates.  This simple step greatly reduces risk and helps keep everyone safe.
Thank you for your cooperation in making our school environment as safe as possible for all.

Christmas Shows & Raffle
Many thanks to the Parents’ Association for their continued support and to the parents and businesses who donated prizes for the raffle.
Total money raised is not yet finalised as we wait for some further invoices to come in.  

	The application is via the Education Authority’s website; https://www.eani.org.uk/.  The criteria for admission to primary schools will be published on this website on 10 December 2025.
If your child is starting primary school in September 2026, you can apply for their place online from 12 noon on Wednesday 7 January 2026.  The closing date and time for primary one applications will be 12 noon on Wednesday 21 January 2026.

[image: ]Post Primary Applications 
The EA will publish information on its website about post-primary schools 
https://www.eani.org.uk/post-primary-admissions-guide. 
The application process begins on Tuesday 27 January at 12 noon and closes on Thursday 19 February at 12 noon.
Please give careful consideration to the relevant criteria when making your school choices.

	
Grandparents’ Day


As part of Catholic Schools’ Week and in preparation for the Feast of Saint Brigid, we warmly invite all grandparents to join us for a special celebration.
On Friday 23rd January, grandparents are welcome to visit our Tirkeeran site from 9:30am to 10:00am, where the P1–P3 children will share the story of Saint Brigid. Afterwards, you are invited to travel to the Top Site at 10:15am to help the P4–P7 children create traditional Saint Brigid crosses in the P7 classroom.
Light refreshments will be served.
We look forward to sharing this meaningful experience with you.

	
Confirmation & 
First Holy Communion Dates

	Sat
	21 March
	Confirmation at 11am with Bishop McKeown in   
St Mary’s, Ballerin

	Sat 
	16 May
	First Holy Communion at 11am St Joseph’s, Glenullin



[image: ]Our Christmas Jumper Day raised a total of £167.30 for Children of Romania. 
Thank you to all who contributed.  


Dates

	Wednesday
	Once a month
	Adoration for P4-7

	Thursdays
	
	Library visits 

	Wednesday
	7 Jan
	Applications for admission to primary school opened

	Sat 
	19 Feb
	Loreto Open day
St Conor’s Open day

	Sun- Sat
	18-24 Jan 
	Catholic Schools’ Week

	Wednesday 12 noon
	21 January
	Applications for admission 
to primary school close at 12 noon.

	Friday
	23 Jan
	Grandparents Day – St Brigid’s Crosses

	Tuesday      12 noon
	27 January
	Post-primary application process opens online.

	Friday
	30 Jan
	P4 Assembly

	Tuesday 
	3 Feb
	Road Safety Quiz – 
Lodge Hotel, Coleraine

	Friday
	6 Feb
	Carnglen Credit Union Quiz

	Thurs-Fri
	12-13 Feb
	Mid-term break

	Wednesday
	18 Feb
	Ash Wednesday

	Thursday 
	19 Feb
	Cumann na nBunscoil Quiz at 10am

	Thursday  
12 noon
	19 Feb
	Post-primary application portal closes at 12 noon

	Friday
	27 Feb
	P3 Assembly

	Thursday
	5 Mar
	World Book Day

	Tuesday
	17 Mar
	School closed – 
for St Patrick’s Day

	Saturday
	21 March
	Confirmation in St Mary’s Ballerin 11am

	Thursday
	26 Mar
	World Maths Day

	Friday
	27 Mar
	P5 Assembly

	Thursday - Friday
	2 – 10 April
	Easter Holidays

	Monday
	13 April
	School Re-opens

	Mon – Fri
	4 – 8 May
	Mid-term Break

	TBC
	May
	Sports’ Day

	Saturday
	16 May
	First Holy Communion in 
St Joseph’s at 11 am

	Mon-Tues
	25-26 May
	School Closed

	Thursday 
	28 May
	P1 Assembly

	TBC
	June
	P7 Assembly date to be confirmed

	Tuesday
	30 June
	School closes ½ day at 12 noon


   


Pupil Calendar Changes
Please note the following change to our school calendar:
Wednesday 11th February will now be a normal school day for all children.
Tuesday 26th May will be a school holiday – the school will be closed to pupils.
    
Use of Children’s images
The school has a number of parents who have not given permission for their child’s image to be used or reproduced by members of the public.

Child Protection and Safeguarding. 
Children are encouraged to share any worries with their parents, and in school with any adult. The school will remind children regularly that Mrs McCloy and Miss Conway (Designated Teachers for Child Protection), Mrs Ball and Mrs Heron (Deputy Designated Teachers) are always available to handle any concerns. If you have any Child Protection concerns, please contact Mrs McCloy or Miss Conway.

Allergies / Medical Needs
As you are aware a number of children within the school have severe allergies to nuts and/or eggs.  An anaphylactic reaction to these foods can be life-threatening. To help us maintain a safe environment for all children, we kindly ask that you:
Check all food labels carefully before sending items to school to ensure they do not contain nuts or egg products.
Avoid sending birthday cakes or baked goods into school.  Due to the risk of allergic reactions and the time required for staff to manage these safely, we are unable to accommodate these items. We appreciate your continued support in keeping our school safe and inclusive for all children.     

Administering Medication 
If your child has a medical condition and requires medication, please ensure the medication is in date.           
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		During/Afterschool Clubs 	

	Mondays
3-4 pm
	19 Jan – 23 Feb
	Quiz Club for P7 with Mrs Ball

	Mondays 3-4 pm
	19, 26 Jan P4 
2 & 9 Feb P5
16, 23 Feb P6
	Lifesaving with Mrs McCloy

	Mondays 3-4pm
	19 Jan – 23 Feb
	Coding with Miss Conway

	Wednesdays
	Once a month
	Adoration for P5-7

	Wednesdays
	7 Jan-
 25 March
	Swimming for the P7 class

	Thursdays   
	Ongoing
	Gaelic with Caoimhin Hargan

	Fridays
	Once a month
	Children’s Rosary



P4 Assembly 
Assembly will be performed for their parents by P4 on Friday 30 January. This is a great opportunity for our wonderful children to showcase their talents.

Catholic Schools’ Week
Catholic Schools’ Week 2026, takes place from Sunday 18 January to Saturday 24 January and this year’s theme is ‘Normal Lives, Called to Holiness.’  This special week is an opportunity for us to reflect on the unique contribution that Catholic education makes to the lives of our children, families and wider community.
Throughout the week, pupils will take part in activities that highlight our school’s ethos of faith, learning and community.
Peace Proms
Pupils in P4- P7 are delighted to be attending the Peace Proms Workshop in SSE, Belfast on Sunday 1 March.  
Post Primary Open Days

	Loreto College, Coleraine
	Saturday 10 January 2026
Principal’s address at 9.30am

	St Conor’s College, Junior site, Kilrea
	Saturday 10 January 2026
Session 1 – 9.30-11.30am
Session 2 0 12.30-2.30pm

	St Patrick’s College, Maghera
	Saturday 24 January 2026
9.45 – 1.00 pm






Smartphone Free Childhood –
The Parent Pact
The Department of Education have issued a new initiative which aims to support and promote the reduction of smartphone use in children and young people.  The initiative is designed to encourage parents to work together to delay smartphone use among children.  The website ‘Smartphone Free Childhood Campaign’, provides helpful information on the negative and potentially harmful impact of smartphone use on children and young people.
The campaign founders understand the complex situation parents and carers face in the demand for these devices, and stress it’s not about being “anti-tech, but pro childhood”.  The website provides support and alternative options to giving a smartphone, such as a basic phone, Bluetooth trackers or airtags for location sharing, and the Xplorer range of smartwatches, available at EE and most mobile phone providers.  These are controlled by parents via an app on their device, children can make calls and send voice notes and their location is available.
The Parent Pact is also where parents can sign to delay giving a smartphone until 14.  It is a voluntary commitment by parents to agree to not provide their children with smartphones until a later age.
If you wish to access further information visit the following website:
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/ 

[image: ]School Dinners
School dinners are available at a cost of £3.10 per day. To ensure smooth processing of payments:
· Please send money in a sealed envelope clearly marked with your child’s name,
· Cheques should be made payable to the Education Authority.

PTA Win-Win Draw!
We are excited to announce that the PTA are organising a fundraiser draw in the new year.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to raise funds to support our school community while also giving everyone the chance to win some great prizes.  Please note the new closing date for expression of interest is Thursday 19th February 2026. 
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	Is maith liom :peil Ghaelach
	Is maith lum pell Ghaelach
	I like Gaelic football

	sacar
	saccar
	soccer

	iomáint
	imonch
	hurling

	camógaíocht
	camogaiocht
	camogie

	snámh
	snou
	swimming

	rothaíocht
	rohaiocht
	cycling

	damhsa
	dowsa
	dancing

	ceol
	quole
	music

	drámaíocht
	dramaiocht
	drama

	ealaín
	alean
	art

	léamh
	layoo
	reading

	cluichí ríomhaire
	cleehay reewara
	Computer games

	










	
Song for the Month

Molly Malone

	In Dublin's fair city
Where girls are so pretty
It was there that I first met sweet Molly Malone
She wheeled her wheelbarrow
Through the streets broad and narrow
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"

Alive, alive, oh
Alive, alive, oh
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"

Now she was a fishmonger
And sure, t'was no wonder
For her father and mother
Were fishmongers too
And they both wheeled their barrow
Through the streets broad and narrow
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"
	Alive, alive, oh
Alive, alive, oh
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"

Now she died of a fever
And no one could save her
Was then that I lost sweet Molly Malone
Now her ghost wheels her barrow
Through streets broad and narrow
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"

Alive, alive, oh
Alive, alive, oh
Crying "cockles and mussels, alive, alive, oh"


	Grammar for the Month

My iPad broke		          √ correct
My iPad is broke		          X incorrect
My iPad is broken		          √ correct
We were beat by Banagher	   X incorrect
We were beaten by Banagher	   √ correct
	Class Assemblies

Class Assemblies will take place on the following dates.
· Friday 30 January – P4 class
· Friday 23 February – P3 class
· Friday 27 March – P5 class
· Friday 29 May – P1 class
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Friends of St Patrick's &
St Joseph's Primary School

WIN-WIN

i€
=

(1 X £300; 2 X £100)

The rest goes directly to the
school to purchase necessary
equipment & resources

Ticket Prices: £10 a
month for 12 months

Complete the expression of interest  ORscan the
form using the link below: QR code
https://forms office.com/e/dyhF3i3C5s

(Closes 19th January 2026) N>

“Takes the hand,
touches the heart,
stretches the mind”
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ST PATRICK’S AND ST JOSEPH’S
Federated Primary School
Garvagh & Glenullin

Principal: Mrs Catherine Ball
www.stpatricksandstjosephs.com
Tel No: 02829558039
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