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Academic Year 2024 – 2025
Takes the hand, 
Touches the heart,
Stretches the mind
Mrs Catherine Ball

Principal’s Report 2024-25
This academic year has been one of growth, resilience, and achievement for our school community. A significant change in our staffing complement occurred with the appointment of myself, as principal, marking an exciting new chapter for the school. We also welcomed temporary staff members who enriched our teaching team and strengthened our commitment to providing high-quality education. Significant progress has been made in enhancing learning environments, including the installation of new technology to support interactive teaching. Our pupils have excelled not only academically but also in sports, arts, and community initiatives, reflecting the values at the heart of our school motto: “Takes the hand, touches the heart, stretches the mind.” I extend my sincere thanks to staff, parents, and the wider community for their unwavering support and collaboration. Together, we continue to ensure that every child receives the best possible start in life.

Catherine Ball
Principal

Board of Governors 24/25

	Mr Michael James – Chair & Trustee

	Fr Brendan Crowley – Trustee


	Mr Rory Mullan – Trustee

	Mr Martin McIlvar – Trustee


	Mr Sean McKeown – DENI

	Mrs Teresa Taggart – EA


	Mrs Sharon Johnston – EA Safeguarding 

	Mrs Karen Feeney – Teacher


	Mrs Carmel Mimnagh– Parent 
	Mrs Catherine Ball – Secretary





Staffing Compliment Sept 2024-June 2025
	Principal
	Mr McCann Sept ’24-Feb ‘25
Mrs Ball March ’25-June ‘25
	Secretary 
	Mrs A Bradley


	Vice Principal
	Mrs Ball Sept ’24-Feb ‘25
	Maintenance and Cleaning

	Tirkeeran – Mr O’Neill



	Primary 1
	Mrs McGill
	

	Glenullin - Mrs O’Kane, Mrs McKenna 


	Primary 2
	Mrs A Bradley

	Classroom Assistants
	 Primary 1 - Miss Mullan, Mrs Culleton


	Primary 3
	Miss Conway

	
	Primary 2- Mrs Hampson, Mrs McIlvar

	Primary 4
	Mrs Heron - Monday and Tuesday 
Mrs Feeney - Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

	
	Primary 3 – Mrs Walker

Primary 4 – Mrs McAtamney

Primary 5 – Mrs Brolly


	Primary 5
	Mrs McCloy

	
	Primary 6 – Mrs A Bradley/Mrs Brolly

	Primary 6
	Mrs Heron – Wednesday 
Mrs Ball – Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri
Substitute teachers from March to June

	


Learning Support Teacher (LST)
	Primary 7 – Mrs C Bradley/Miss Talbot

Mrs McKeown- Tues, Wed & Thurs

	Primary 7
	Mrs McKaigue /Mr Dillon
(Mr Dillon covered Mrs McKaigue’s maternity leave)
	EA Bus driver
	Mr McKinney






Chaplain 
Father Crowley 
EPD 
One teacher has completed Early Professional Development (EPD)

Student Placement
There were two students from Saint Mary’s Teaching College on teaching practice: 
Primary 1 – Miss R McKeown
Primary 3 – Miss E Donnelly















Staff and Curriculum Development 2024/2025
It is the policy of St Patrick’s & St Joseph’s to ensure continuous professional development (CPD) of staff is a planned and regular component of annual practice. The programme of whole staff development is managed by the coordinators and principal and informed by the following:
· School Development Plan (SDP)
· DE legislative or statutory requirements
· Rigorous, on-going self-evaluation
	Development
	Led by
	Staff 

	
	
	

	Child Protection/Safeguarding 
	Mrs Ball
	All staff

	What Makes a Good Numeracy Lesson
	Mrs Feeney
	All teachers 

	Personal Focus Targets for P4-P7 children 
	Mrs McCloy
	All teachers 

	Shared Education
	Mrs Ball
	All teachers

	Class Tracking Booklets for Assessment for P2 & P3 
	Mrs McCloy
	P2 & P3 teacher 

	Enriching Mathematical Reasoning and Problem Solving
	Mrs Feeney
	All teachers



Transfer
The table below indicates the secondary level destination of our Primary 7 children.
	School 
	Placed

	Loreto College, Coleraine 
	18

	St. Conor’s, Kilrea
	1

	St. Patrick’s, Maghera 
	8

	Our Lady of Lourdes, Ballymoney
	1



Synopsis of School Development Work
Connected Learning 
· A strong focus on Year 2 of our School Development Plan was on embedding connected learning into teachers’ planners. To facilitate this, teachers developed the use of topic webs in their planning. 

SEN
· SEN Provision map for this academic year has been updated.
· PLPs now include -‘Parent’s Views – Important information from your parent/guardian (Pupil’s strengths/difficulties or concerns/hopes and aspirations/parental involvement)’.
· PLPs now include - ‘Pupil’s Views – Important information about you’.
Assessment
· Under achievers in Literacy and Numeracy are now decided upon based on the teacher’s knowledge of the child and on their test scores and work produced in class, rather than solely CAT results.
· Class tracking booklets for P2 & 3 have been developed to be used in 2025/26
· Children have recorded a Personal Focus in their Literacy and Numeracy books each term. 
· Children have been celebrating success through the use of their portfolios on Class Dojo. All children from P1 – 7 have various pieces of work they are proud of on their dojo portfolio.  Parents can add photos showing success outside of school for example, a trophy won at Irish dancing.

Literacy (focus on spelling and connected learning)
· A long term scheme for spelling was developed which shows continuity and progression and this is used to inform the medium and short term planning. 
· There is a consensus of how we teach spelling as all teachers use the same structured and systematic approach in their planning and teaching.  Evidence of this can be seen in the planners and in the pupils’ work, including display boards. 
· Prim-Ed as a resource is working well; we can continue to use and monitor its success.
· Best practice feedback was given to teachers and a reminder of the importance of differentiation.
· The Nelson S.W.S.T results show that the standard of children’s spelling work has improved, with the majority of pupils attaining spelling ages that match or exceed chronological ages. 

Moving forward – 
· We will add further detail to our spelling scheme, building in spelling strategies, key words and topic vocabulary.
· We will continue to monitor the development of the long term writing planners as Teachers use and develop them.
· Next steps linked to writing and spelling is Grammar and Punctuation- begin to identify progression grids for our school and possible resources needed.
· Accelerated Reader: Recent teacher, pupil and parent questionnaires completed indicates strongly that Accelerated Reader is a valuable tool for reading in our school. There are some amendments to be made regarding monitoring of pupils reading, with a view to making our focus pupil centred.   
· Following that, possibly 2026 there will be an opportunity to develop reading.
Numeracy 
· One of the main goals this year was to show pupils how Maths is useful in real life. Teachers planned more lessons that connect Maths to everyday situations, like shopping, cooking, estimating, measuring and reading information from charts or the news. Because of this, pupils were more interested in their work and enjoyed Maths more. 
· Wherever possible, Maths activities were linked to our wider topic work through connected learning. Pupils are increasingly able to make connections between Mathematical ideas and apply their skills across the curriculum. Pupils were more interested and more engaged in Number and Non-Number tasks which related to topics being covered in class.  
· Pupils in all classes completed CEA ‘Using Maths Tasks’ each term. Teachers chose tasks which linked with class topics where possible and to relatable everyday situations.
· In terms I and 2, pupils from P4 to P7 participated in live online IZAK9 lessons. These provided the opportunity to work in small groups to solve real-life problems.
· Pupils from P4 to P7 completed individual Learning Logs in poster form in their books at the end of certain topics. In P1-P3, whole class Learning Logs were produced at the end of given topics following a lot of teacher-led discussion. These Learning Logs helped teachers assess pupil understanding of topics covered in Number and Non-Number. They provided opportunities for teachers to identify areas where children needed a little extra explanation and reinforcement.
· A booklet designed to support parents in assisting their children with Numeracy at home has been made available on the school website.
· The review of the school's Numeracy Policy is currently underway and will continue into the next academic year.

Moving Forward – 
· -The Numeracy Policy and Numeracy Scheme of Work will be reviewed and updated
· - Continue to develop Numeracy across the curriculum and to promote connected learning
· - Pupils will complete one CEA ‘Using Maths’ task per term.
· - Continue to provide opportunities to share best practice 
· - Consider how we can promote the use of mathematical language and its consistency
· - Consider how we can promote more practical Maths in all classes (arrange Numicon training for all staff)
· -Consider the use of bar modelling in all classes when completing word problems


ICT 
With the purchase of ten laptops the children were able to develop their word processing skills. 
During our ICT week, the children further developed their skills in coding using ‘Just 2 Easy’ and ‘Scratch’ programmes. 
Children completed 2 CCEA ICT tasks.

Moving Forward - 
· Consider opportunities for children to develop skills in animation.


AWARDS

· The school achieved ‘Take 5 Level 2’ accreditation for its work on well-being.

CHARITIES

Over the year fundraising activities took place for the following charities.

	2024-25 Year

	Hallowe’en Dress Up
	124.40
	St Vincent de Paul 

	Christmas Jumper Day
	160.72 
	St Vincent de Paul

	Wear Green Day & Odd Socks Day
	113.50
	Trocaire

	Easter Egg Draw
	294.00
	Trocaire

	P7 Lenten Fast
	1,114.25
	Trocaire

	Non-Uniform Day & class collections
	234.00
	Mary’s Meals

	
	509.20
	Children in Crossfire

	Totals
	2,555.07
	







PARENTAL CONTACT & PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Contact was maintained with parents via Class Dojo and the Information sheets sent throughout the year.
	
Friends of St Patrick’s & St Joseph’s Bank Account
September 24 – August 25


	Date
	Details
	Income
	Expenditure
	Balance

	01.09.24
	Opening Balance

	
	
	16,908.86

	
	Cheque to 
St P & St J
	
	-16,908.86
	00.00

	September 24 to August 25
	Parent donations
	3,150.00
	
	3,150.00

	September 24 to August 25
	Bank Charges
Oct 24         31.36
Jan 25          37.68
April 25       30.60
July 25         30.07

	
	

-129.71
	

3,020.29

	Fun Run June 24 lodged Sept 24
	
	985.30
	
	4,005.59

	Fun Run June 25
	
	1,458.10
	
	5,463.69

	
30.08.25
	
Balance at bank
	
	
	
5,463.69



		







LMS FINANCIAL REPORT
YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2024
	INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Year End 31st March 2024

	Income
	Expenditure

	
Budget 
Split Site 22-23
Non-Teaching Pay Award
Homes for Ukraine Scheme
SenCo – SEND Act

	
580,110
172,652
17,263

1,840

6,773

	
Staff Costs

Non-Staff Costs
	
781,351

64,561

	
Savings at end 23/24

	778,638
177,072
------------
955,710
=======
	
Savings at end 24/25
	845,912

109,798
-----------
955,710
=======
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Events/Activities
	24/25 Academic year

	Start of year Mass
	Swimming

	M&M Productions – Beauty & the Beast
	Library

	Brockaghbuoy windfarm visit
	Adoration

	Oct – P3 to Carrickfergus castle
	Class assemblies

	Parents’ meetings
	Choir

	Halloween dress up – SVP - £124.40
	Traditional music group

	Christmas jumper day – SVP - £160.72
	Gaelic

	Children singing at Christmas lights switch on
	Camogie

	Open night for Pre-school children
	Mathletics – reward Glen shop

	Christmas shows – 
The Nativity by P1, 2 & 3
A Midwife Crisis by P4 & 5
The Wizard of Oz by P6 & 7
	AR – reward Glen shop

	
	Foundation Fun club

	
	School Council

	
	Internet Safety Day

	Catholic Schools’ Week
	Cookery club – P3

	Carnglen Credit Union quiz 
	Handball

	Cumann na mBunscol quiz 
	Quiz Club

	Scór na bPáistí quiz
	Study Club

	St Brigid’s Day – 
Grandparents helped make crosses
	P6 Stem Visit with Eileen Dempsey

	
	P7 Young Enterprise – Croc Charms

	Peace Proms
	Cycling proficiency

	Pancake Tuesday
	Children’s Rosary

	World Book Day / Maths
	Sports’ Day

	Green Day March 25 - £113.50 to Trocaire
	First Confession

	Easter egg hunt for pre-school children
	First Holy Communion

	Easter Egg draw - £294 to Trocaire
	Confirmation

	P7 Lenten Fast - £1,114.25 to Trocaire
	Guitar lessons

	P1-4 to Sperrin Fun farm
	Friendship Week (Anti-bullying)

	P5-7 to Ulster Transport Museum
	Stay & Play for P1 and P2

	P7 girls won the Lorna Moore Memorial Cup
	After School Booster Programme for P6

	P7 girls won the North Derry LGFA Division 2 
	Shared Education with Garvagh PS

	P7 girls won the All-County Football
	P4-7 visit to Garvagh Museum

	P7 girls won the Camogie Division Cup
	Children in Crossfire - £

	Loreto P6 camogie & football
	Marys’ meals - £234

	Castle Cup camogie & football
	P1-7 visit to Garvagh forest

	Francis Lagan All-County football
	Fan the Flame Mass

	Boys won the Termoncanice 9’s cup
	Fun Run

	P4-7 took part in Forest Did it First project with Garvagh forest
	P7 took part in Biomimicry project with 6 local primary schools.

	Visit from Appletree preschool children 
	Heartstart for P7

	Visits from parents sharing their expertise.
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